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PHIL542, Trimester 2 2016 


1. Critically discuss Kant’s claim that the Categorical Imperative is the one true test of 
the moral permissibility of an action. 


2. Do you think that all of the various formulations of Kant’s Categorical Imperative can 
be derived from reason alone? 


3. Compare and contrast act and rule utilitarian approaches to how one might best 
develop utilitarianism. Which model provides us with the better account for 
determining the moral status of an action? 


4. Some critics have suggested that Utilitarianism is over-demanding on agents. Why 
do they hold this to be true? Are they correct? Discuss. 


5. Do you think it is preferable to ground moral life in the virtues rather than the use of 
general moral principles? If so why? If not, why not? 


6. Compare and contrast the principlist and particularist approaches to morality. Which 
do you think is more plausible? 


7. How does G.E. Moore’s Open Question Argument work? Do you think it succeeds? 
Give reasons for your answer. 


8. Mackie endorses an error theory of moral discourse and defends it partly by means of 
the argument from queerness. Explain what the error theory is, highlighting its 
distinctive features. Describe and critically discuss the argument from queerness, 
ensuring that you discuss replies to it that Mackie considers and rejects. 


9. Critically explore Blackburn’s quasi-realism. How would you respond to those who 
claim that ultimately quasi-realism collapses into either realism or anti-realism? 


10. Does it make sense to assert that values are real even though they are not part of the 
natural world? Discuss with reference to the non-naturalism of John McDowell. 


11.ls moral reasoning distinct from other forms of reasoning? If so, why? If not, why not? 


12.Why is W.D. Ross sceptical of the idea that pleasure is, in and of itself, of value? 


13.Is there any intrinsic reason to be moral? Give reasons for your views. 


14.How does Scanlon’s contractarianism differ from utilitarianism? Do you think it 
provides a plausible foundation for morality? Discuss. 
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